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ment of the events  which  had then  recently
occurred, seemed to him to be a desideratum,
which, being opportunely placed   for  informa-
tion, it was in a manner his duty, falling any
one more able, to endeavour to  supply.    The
compilation was,   however,   made   at   a   time
and under  circumstances that obliged him to
conclude it prematurely, and to give the results
in anticipation from mere estimate or conjec-
ture. .This defect it was the Author's intention
to  have remedied by  an early second edition,
and even before the published volume reached
him in India, some progress had been made in
the collection of materials for this purpose.    The
design  was,  however, abandoned, partly  from
,the pressure of  official avocations, and partly
because   a   succession   of   similar   publications
threatened to  exhaust the   public interest   by
pressing the subject too much upon attention.
When, therefore, the Author came to England,
in the course  of the past year,  he  had no
%ed intention  of  republishing;   indeed,  with
exception .to the chapters  on the Nip&l War,
which had been t compiled in the first instance.